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1. General overview of recent major developments at the National Library of Latvia

In 2025, the National Library of Latvia (NLL) concluded the five-year national programme “500 Years of Latvian Books”
(2021-2025), marking a major milestone in the promotion of books, reading, publishing, and literary heritage as
fundamental values of Latvian culture and identity. The programme received international recognition through the
inclusion of the 500th anniversary of the Latvian book in UNESCO’s Calendar of Anniversaries. The closing events,
held on 7-8 November 2025, brought together national and international partners. On 4 December, the NLL
welcomed the Presidents of Latvia, Estonia and Lithuania, who visited the exhibition “Freedom Begins with a Book”,
which is dedicated to an anniversary jointly celebrated by Latvia and Estonia.

Throughout the year, the NLL implemented an extensive programme of exhibitions, public events and regional
activities. More than 100 events took place across Latvia in cooperation with libraries, museums and other cultural
institutions. Major exhibitions produced by the NLL included “Is a Library a Birthright”, “Freedom Begins with a Book”,
and “Birkerts. Libraries. Light”. In 2026, “Is a Library a Birthright” received the Latvian Museum Society Award for
Excellence in Educational Work in recognition of its social and educational impact and its innovative approach to
exploring the role of reading and libraries in contemporary society. International cooperation was strengthened
through joint initiatives with Estonia, which also celebrated 500 years since the publication of the first book in
Estonian, as well as through exhibitions and outreach activities organised in cooperation with Latvian embassies and
diaspora communities abroad.

The promotion of reading and literacy remained one of the NLL’s strategic priorities. More than 23,000 readers
participated in the “Children’s, Youth and Parents’ Jury” programme, while approximately 38,000 schoolchildren
took part in the National “Read Aloud Competition”. The “Book Start” programme continued to expand in Latvia and
abroad, involving public libraries and Latvian diaspora schools. A major milestone was the international symposium
“The Right to Read. The Riga Manifesto”, held in October 2025, which resulted in the adoption of the Riga Manifesto
and laid the foundation for the development of a national Reading Strategy coordinated by the NLL.

In 2025, the Ministry of Education and Science carried out an international evaluation of the NLL as a scientific
institution. The NLL received an overall score of 4 out of 5 (“very good”), while once again achieving the highest
possible rating of 5 (“excellent”) for development potential. The evaluation highlighted the NLL's unique role within
Latvia’s humanities and social sciences ecosystem, particularly recognising its achievements in book history research
and public engagement with research. The NLL’s scientific achievements were further recognised when a monograph
by Dr Pauls Daija was included among Latvia’s most significant scientific achievements of the year.
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The NLL further strengthened its international profile by hosting the 33rd Council and Annual Conference of the
European Bureau of Library, Information and Documentation Associations (EBLIDA), bringing together experts and
practitioners from across Europe to discuss the future of books, reading and libraries in the age of artificial
intelligence.

The NLL also played an active role in European policy and professional cooperation. In 2025, it hosted a meeting of
the European Commission’s Open Method of Coordination (OMC) working group on the role of libraries in
strengthening democratic societies. The NLL additionally entered into a new strategic partnership with the Federal
Union of German Library Associations — Library and Information in Germany (BID) and the Library Association of
Latvia, establishing a framework for professional exchange and joint activities through 2028.

Digital transformation remained a key area of development. The NLL continued its participation in the European
Commission’s EuroCloud initiative and implemented several projects supported by the Recovery and Resilience
Facility, including the development of cloud computing services, energy-efficiency improvements and media content
integration into Latvia’s Digital Cultural Heritage Platform. Preparatory work was launched for the implementation
of a new library information system, while the Digital Library continued to expand its reach and visibility as a unified
gateway to Latvia’s digital cultural heritage. The NLL also continued to develop innovative approaches to artificial
intelligence (Al), including pilot solutions for automated cataloguing and participation in national discussions on the
use of Al in public administration.

Strengthening institutional resilience and preparedness was another important priority during the year. The NLL
approved and tested its “Collection Protection Plan for Emergency Situations” and hosted ICCROM READY training
activities on cultural heritage protection in times of crisis. These measures strengthened the NLL's preparedness to
protect Latvia’s documentary heritage in emergency situations.

2. Key facts and figures

2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
User services
Registered users 162276 169 455 117 8781 122 598 122 106
On-site visits 46 928 211755 309 444 351 068 427 083
Virtual visits (in million) 4.445 3.752 3.933 4.561 5.241
Loans 53573 133 241 159023 184 050 156 352
Collection
Collection (in million units) 4.329 4.361 4.388 4414 4.436
Books (in million units) 2.020 2.031 2.038 2.044 2.007
Serials 883897 896262 905 553 916 406 969 347
Audio-visual materials 81 403 85 143 86 632 87 744 88 630
Microforms 96 310 96 310 96 219 96 118 96 118
Cartographic materials 44 035 45011 46 203 49 843 51 091
Sheet music 226487 227 135 228926 230559 231748
Graphic documents 252513 264381 267 365 267 494 268 092
Manuscripts 31470 32 165 32438 32 637 32762
Small prints 655298 647351 650170 653 486 655 085

Y In order to ensure correct information about the number of registered readers, as of 01.01.2023, reader data is stored
for 10 years after the end of the term specified in the reader's profile.



Other 4 685 2 846 2 862 2922 3044
E — Resources collection 24 474 75 367 110903 178 611 231354
(total number of units):
e-books 8998 9 852 10 816 11 549 11 907
e-serials 10 748 11 667 12 615 13 390 16 138
Staff
Employees 343 351 351 354 347
Including librarians 193 226 224 227 223
Infrastructure
Size of premises used by NLL 48 595 m2
Number of places for readers 700
Budget and Expenditures
Total budget (in EUR millions) 12.785 14.125 16.102 17.421 19.628
Financing from state budget 12.288 13.737 14.560 15.006 17.252
(in EUR millions)
Expenses — salaries (in EUR 5.544 6.011 6.442 7.052 7.476
millions)
Expenses — social insurance, 1.354 1.580 1.673 1.852 1.932
allowances, compensations (in
EUR millions)
Expenses —  building of 925731 264950 296 259 215 865 262 829
collection
Periodicals 21492 11714 11 220 12 452 12 809
Expenses — goods and services 4.310 3.447 3.020 3.541 3.529
(in EUR millions)
IT services (in EUR millions) 1.390 1.207 1.319 1.830 1.764

3. Outlook for 2026

To ensure the NLL's financial stability by developing fee- To continue improving the digital resources

based services (including revising the pricing structure for
public services) and implementing externally funded
projects;

To strengthen the core library functions across all areas
of the NLL's operations;

To enhance the NLL's preparedness for crises by
addressing collection security, cybersecurity and civil
protection issues, testing and gradually implementing the
approved “Collection Protection Plan for Emergency
Situations”, and establishing and adapting shelter
facilities within the NLL premises in accordance with
national requirements;

periodika.lv and gramatas.Indb.lv through targeted
development and enhancement measures;

To continue identifying  potential  collection
movements over the next five years in order to ensure
optimal collection placement and adapt repository
infrastructure accordingly; to continue the inventory of
the digitised collection and the development of the
Digital Library; and to further develop the Digital
Object Management System (DOM) as the central
platform for the long-term preservation and
management of digital cultural heritage;



To replace 126 staff workstations within the framework
of the ERDF project “ReArm Europe / Readiness 2030 —
Enhancing the Cybersecurity of ICT Solutions and
Services”,  thereby ensuring compliance  with
cybersecurity requirements and supporting business
continuity;

To start the transition to a new library information
system;

To promote the adoption of amendments to the Library
Law defining the NLL as Latvia’s methodological, library
information system centre, advisory and advocacy centre
for libraries, and to develop and implement the related
regulatory framework;

To strengthen reading promotion by initiating the
development of a national Reading Strategy, fostering
cross-sectoral dialogue based on the Riga Manifesto “The
Right to Read”, expanding the public engagement
movement “Restart for Reading”, and continuing research
into reading habits;

To strengthen the technical, organisational and financial
sustainability of cultural data backup systems, gradually
improving backup quality and, where feasible, ensuring
the secure storage of backup copies outside Latvia;

To cooperate with the Secretariat for Latvia’s Presidency
of the Council of the European Union and begin
preparations for hosting Presidency-related events at the
NLL in 2028;

To strengthen the NLL's performance as a scientific
institution by cooperating with auditors appointed by
the Ministry of Education and Science and providing
the information required for the assessment of
research base funding;

To complete the development of the new NLL website
and implement a communication campaign to
promote its use;

To support staff professional development and
strengthen efforts to attract and retain qualified
employees;

To implement additional measures for energy
efficiency and the achievement of climate neutrality
objectives;

To prepare the project “Libraries for a Democratic and
Cohesive Society” within the EEA and Norway Grants
programme “Local Development and Resilience”;

To ensure the secure and uninterrupted operation of
the NLL data centre infrastructure by planning
available funding, strengthening staff capacity,
improving cooperation with service providers and
implementing preventive risk mitigation measures.



