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Introduction

The year 2025 for the National and University Library of Bosnia and Herzegovina was marked
by a partial stabilization of conditions compared to 2024, when the institution faced a severe
financial crisis and a temporary suspension of services. Although the key issues concerning its
legal and financial status have not yet been permanently resolved, the Library achieved greater
stability and continuity in the provision of its core services.

The Library continues to operate in accordance with the valid legislation of its founder and
owner—the State of Bosnia and Herzegovina—ryet still lacks a permanent state-level budgetary
solution, relying instead on project-based and donor funding from lower levels of government
and international partners. The intervention of the Office of the High Representative at the end
of 2024 ensured the continuation of operations; however, the necessary updates to the legal
provisions governing the financing and the appointment of governing bodies of seven state
cultural institutions, including the National and University Library of Bosnia and Herzegovina,
have not yet been implemented.

Throughout 2025, the Library achieved positive results across all key areas, including
restoration, processing, conservation, and digitization of collections, education, international
cooperation, and user services. The Library published a range of publications, organized
exhibitions and promotional events, expanded its digital collections, and improved access to
its resources. Notable progress was made in the digitization and preservation of cultural and
historical heritage through the restoration of its historic holdings.

All legal obligations were met thanks to intermittent and temporary project-based funding from
sources other than the founder or owner, despite only 33% of established positions being filled.
Even under these complex institutional circumstances, the Library continued to fulfill its
statutory duties in accordance with the principles of the rule of law and the public interest.

Relative financial stability was maintained thanks to the support of the Federal Ministry of
Education and Science of one of the two BiH entities, the Sarajevo Canton, various donors,
and partner institutions. However, project-based funding cannot substitute for a permanent
budgetary solution, which remains a critical issue for the long-term sustainability of this state
cultural institution.

Recognized as a global symbol of resilience and longevity, the National and University Library
of Bosnia and Herzegovina has, despite challenging circumstances, maintained professional
standards and sustained international support, reaffirming its role as the central state institution
responsible for preserving and providing access to the cultural and scientific heritage of Bosnia
and Herzegovina, with a primary focus on documentary materials.

Adisa Zero, MLIS
Acting Director
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Legal Obligations, Mission, and Vision

The role and status of the National and University Library of Bosnia and Herzegovina
(NUBBIiH) over the past 80 years have been defined by the state of Bosnia and Herzegovina
through a series of regulations - from the founding Decree of 1945 to the current Library Act
(“Official Gazette of RBiH,” No. 37/95).

Also in force is the binding Order of the Office of the High Representative No. 02/2024 of 21
November 2024 (“BiH Official Gazette,” No. 82/24), which, in accordance with the Criminal
Code of BiH (Article 203a), mandates that the Council of Ministers of BiH ensure regular basic
funding for NUBBIiH (2 million BAM, approximately 1 million EUR, annually for existing
capacity) and establish the procedures for appointing governing structures. To date, this
obligation has not been fulfilled; consequently, project- and donor-based funding remain
necessary, leaving the Library’s financing unstable and unsustainable over the long term.

Under the current law, NUBBiH collects, professionally processes, preserves, and makes
available library materials produced in Bosnia and Herzegovina or related to it; it coordinates
and promotes library activities in the country and meets the needs of the population of Bosnia
and Herzegovina in the fields of education, information, and culture. NUBBIiH serves as the
central and main library in Bosnia and Herzegovina, the national (meaning the state) library,
and the university library for all accredited universities in BiH. It is a state cultural institution
whose work relates to the entire country of Bosnia and Herzegovina and serves all its citizens.

The issue of permanent accommodation for NUBBiH remains unresolved. After the deliberate
shelling and burning of its permanent main seat at the Sarajevo Vijecnica (Town Hall) in
August 1992, which destroyed nearly 90% of the collections, the Library was temporarily
housed at two entirely inadequate locations until 1997. Since 1997, it has operated on the
University of Sarajevo Campus under a contract valid until 15 February 2029. After that date,
the institution will have no adequate or officially designated accommodation whatsoever.

The status and use of the Vijecnica are currently the subject of legal proceedings before the
Municipal Court in Sarajevo, following lawsuits and appeals filed by NUBBiH and the BiH
Prosecutor’s Office against the City of Sarajevo and the Stari Grad Municipality. The Vijecnica
was declared a national monument of Bosnia and Herzegovina in 2006, restored, and reopened
in May 2014. The building is managed by the City of Sarajevo through the public company
“Sarajevo Ltd”. The Government of RBiH, by its Decision No. 162/96 of 27 August 1996,
granted the National and University Library of Bosnia and Herzegovina the right to use and
manage the Vijecnica building.

Executive Summary
As of 31 December 2025, NUBBiH employed 36 staff members, including 13 with higher

education qualifications (11 holding master’s degrees) and 13 with secondary education.
During the reporting period, one employee passed away and two retired. According to the 2001



staffing plan, 110 positions are foreseen, meaning the Library currently operates at roughly
33% of its required staffing capacity, with each employee performing multiple roles. In the
early 1990s, NUBBiH employed between 110 and 150 staff, while national libraries in the
region typically employ 110-350 staff members.

During 2025, the Library prepared and published nine publications (six monographs and three
serials), organized 13 promotion events (eight at headquarters, four elsewhere in Sarajevo, and
one in Zagreb), and held five exhibitions, including one virtual exhibition. A total of 241 annual
memberships were issued, 4,533 user requests were processed, 1,236 monographs and 270
serial publications were loaned, and over 7,000 technical support requests were handled in the
COBISS system. The reading rooms recorded 786 visits.

Through legal deposit, the Library received 1,719 monograph titles (4,536 copies) and 386
serial titles (7,260 copies). Through international exchange, 377 monographs were received,
and 3,561 monographs and 476 periodical titles arrived as gifts. The Library donated 4,331
titles to public and school libraries throughout Bosnia and Herzegovina and delivered 4,504
legal deposit copies. In total, 12,154 items were cataloged and inventoried, while 12,203 books
were stored in the repository.

During the reporting period, Bosnian and Herzegovinian publishers were assigned 2,198
ISBNs, 115 ISSNs, 2 ISMNs, and 5 DOI prefixes.

The Digitization Center completed two projects, and the digital portal now hosts approximately
1,400 digitized library units. The Restoration and Conservation Center restored seven
books/manuscripts/periodical copies and 83 historical postcards, prepared 53 handmade
invitations and 16 certificates of appreciation.

E-CRIS.BH contains data on 2,876 researchers (1,622 with PhDs and 611 with master’s
degrees) and 1,233 research projects.

During two examination periods, training and professional exams were conducted for 18
librarians. The Olovo City Library and the Museum of Contemporary Art of the University of
Mostar became full members of the COBISS.BH system, which now includes 80 public
libraries across Bosnia and Herzegovina and is managed by NUBBiH. A total 0of 2,955 requests
from COBISS.BH member libraries were processed.

NUBBIH maintained regular cooperation with the media. TVSA broadcast the commemoration
of the 33rd anniversary of the Library’s burning and the 80th anniversary of its founding. Two
video overviews of NUBBiH’s activities over the past 80 years were also produced, and the
Library’s Facebook and Instagram profiles reached approximately 600,000 users.

The Library fulfilled the obligations of the national agency of Bosnia and Herzegovina in
international library organizations (IFLA, CENL, ISBN, ISSN, DOI, ISMN).



As the Council of Ministers of BiH did not implement the obligations set out in the OHR Order
of 21 November 2024, NUBBiH independently prepared a draft Law on NUBBiH and the
Foundations of Library Activity in BiH, as well as a draft Decision establishing three-year
criteria for the new grant from the Ministry of Civil Affairs of BiH for seven state cultural
institutions, and submitted them to the relevant authorities. During the reporting period, the
Library maintained continuous communication with numerous embassies, the Office of the
High Representative, and other key domestic and international stakeholders.

Organizational Structure

Office of the Director - Administrative Affairs Sector; IT Systems and Infrastructure Center;
Center for International Cooperation and Projects.

Development and Education Sector - Bibliography Department; Special Collections; Virtual
Library of BiH; Center for Continuous Professional Development of Librarians; Development
(Central) Service of NUBBiH.

Acquisition, Processing, Periodicals, and Official Publications Sector - Monograph Processing
Department; ISBN Center of BiH; Periodicals Department; BiH ISSN Center; BiH ISMN
Center; DOI Agency; National ISIL Center; Acquisition and Processing Department.

User Services Sector - User Services Department (Catalogue); Restoration and Conservation
Center; Storage Department (Repository); Digitization Center.

As NUBBIH currently employs 36 of the 110 positions foreseen in the staffing plan, all
employees have for many years performed additional duties alongside their regular
responsibilities to ensure the continuity of the Library’s operations.

NUBBIH as a Scientific and Research Base of the University of Sarajevo

At its 27th regular session, held on 25 September 2024, the Senate of the University of Sarajevo
adopted a decision granting the National and University Library of Bosnia and Herzegovina
(NUBBIiH) the status of a scientific and research base of the University of Sarajevo.

The position and functions of the research base will be further defined in a separate agreement
between the University of Sarajevo and NUBBiH. The Senate’s decision did not provide any
financial support for the Library. During the next reporting period, the mutual rights and
obligations between the University of Sarajevo and NUBBIiH will be formally established.

Support from the BiH Entity-level Federal Ministry of Education and Science

The Government of the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina entity, through the Federal
Ministry of Education and Science, provided support to co-finance core obligations (salaries
and benefits for 36 employees) from the current grant for financing and co-financing scientific
projects implemented by institutions of significance for BiH. The funds were approved under
the project “Co-financing institutions established by special laws, which have had unresolved
founding status since the signing of the Dayton Peace Agreement”, in the amount of BAM
600,000, intended to cover salary and employee-related costs for six months in 2025.

In addition to funding for basic operations, the Ministry supported the following NUBBiH
projects:



e Preparation of information on the number of registered researchers and research
organizations in the Federation of BiH in 2025, including data on their engagement in
the scientific and research sector;

e Publication of the journal Bosniaca (Vol. 30, No. 30) within the Program for Supporting
Referenced Scientific Journals and Their Indexing;

e Maintenance and updating of the e-CRIS and mCOBISS databases, as well as access to
international databases;

e A project to improve student resources through the acquisition of priority textbooks and
professional literature.

This support enabled the continuity of NUBBiH’s operations and the implementation of key
program activities, despite the absence of a permanent budgetary solution at the state level.

Support from the Sarajevo Canton Ministry for Science, Higher Education and Youth

The Ministry for Science, Higher Education and Youth of the Sarajevo Canton supported the
following projects:

e Support to the work of the National and University Library of Bosnia and Herzegovina
— funds for co-financing institutions in the field of culture founded by Bosnia and
Herzegovina, from the programme Current Transfers to Non-Profit Organizations —
Higher Education for 2025;

e Co-financing of scientific research and artistic research projects and programmes from
the current transfers of the Sarajevo Canton Budget for 2025, Programme B.2a: support
for journal publishing and indexing (publication of the journal Bosniaca, issue no. 30);

e Co-financing of international memberships under Programme B.2b: membership fees
for CENL, CROSSREF, DOI, IFLA, ISBN, ISMN, ISSN, LIBER, and COBISS.

Support from the Ministry of Civil Affairs of Bosnia and Herzegovina

The project proposal of the National and University Library of Bosnia and Herzegovina,
entitled “Strengthening the Institutional Capacity of the National and University Library of
Bosnia and Herzegovina: Preservation of the Cultural and Historical Heritage of All Peoples
of Bosnia and Herzegovina - support for regular operations and program activities defined by
the Law on Library Activities (“Official Gazette of the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina”
No. 37/95), in connection with the OHR Order No. 02/2024 (“Official Gazette of Bosnia and
Herzegovina” No. 82/24) - was supported by the Ministry of Civil Affairs of Bosnia and
Herzegovina in the amount of 150,000.00 BAM out of the requested 200,000.00 BAM.

It is important to emphasize that funds from this current grant for co-financing cultural projects
in Bosnia and Herzegovina cannot be used to cover salaries and employee compensation costs.

Support from the City of Sarajevo

A co-financing grant in the total amount of 15,000.00 BAM was approved from the Budget of
the City of Sarajevo for 2025, for the purpose of financial support to cultural institutions and
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organizations of significance, for the implementation of the project: “Bosnia and Herzegovina
Then and Now” (completion of Phase I activities and implementation of Phase II) — Sarajevo
on Postcards: Then and Now.

The National and University Library of Bosnia and Herzegovina also received approval to use
the City Hall (Vijecnica) venue free of charge on 25 August 2025, for a duration of four hours,
to mark the 33rd anniversary of the burning of its headquarters. On that occasion, NUBBiH
organized the exhibition “The Flame of Remebrance”, attended by around 150 guests, and the
event was broadcast live by the Sarajevo Public Service Broadcaster (TVSA).

For the celebration of the 80th anniversary of NUBBiH on 31 October 2025, the request to use
the City Hall was not approved due to a prior commercial booking of the venue. Therefore, the
ceremonial academy was held at the premises of the Bosniak Institute — Adil Zulfikarpasi¢
Foundation in Sarajevo.

Support from Members of the Presidency of Bosnia and Herzegovina:

Dr. Denis Becirovi¢, Member of the Presidency of Bosnia and Herzegovina, allocated
emergency funds in the amount of 6,200.00 BAM to the National and University Library of
Bosnia and Herzegovina for the payment of debt to [IZUM in Maribor for the COBISS system.
Mr. Zeljko Komsi¢, Chair of the Presidency of Bosnia and Herzegovina, also approved
emergency funds in the amount of 6,200.00 BAM for the same purpose (payment of debt to
[ZUM).

The amended draft Budget of Bosnia and Herzegovina and its international obligations for
2025 included 2 million BAM for basic financing of the National and University Library of
Bosnia and Herzegovina; however, the proposer, i.e. the two Members of the Presidency of
Bosnia and Herzegovina, withdrew from this solution in November 2025 without prior
explanation.

Support from other partners and donors

The Municipality of Novo Sarajevo co-financed the project “Preparation and Printing of
Materials: My National and University Library of Bosnia and Herzegovina” in the amount of
3,000.00 BAM (in cooperation with Sarajevo Active Ageing Centres in Novo Sarajevo,
Hrasno, VeleSici, Cengié Vila, Centar, Vogosc¢a, and Novi Grad).

The UNESCO Antenna Office in Bosnia and Herzegovina co-financed the project “Special
Collections and the Old Periodicals Collection: Maintenance and Security of the Holdings” in
the amount of 20,000.00 BAM for the procurement of IT equipment, out of the
requested/proposed 100,000.00 BAM.

BH Telecom provided sponsorship support for promotional activities and services of the
National and University Library of Bosnia and Herzegovina for the celebration of its 80th
anniversary, including the ceremonial academy held on 31 October 2025 on the occasion of
this jubilee. The Official Gazette of Bosnia and Herzegovina, the Public Enterprise



International Airport Sarajevo Ltd., and the Public Enterprise “Official Gazette of Bosnia and
Herzegovina” also sponsored the project marking the 33rd anniversary of the destruction of the
NUBBiH headquarters in Vijecnica. The Islamic Community of Bosnia and Herzegovina
supported the project marking the 33rd anniversary of the destruction of the NUBBiH
headquarters, confirming broader social and institutional support for commemorating this
significant anniversary.

Further support to the National and University Library of Bosnia and Herzegovina was
provided by the Bosniak Institute — Adil Bey Zulfikarpasi¢ Foundation through the free
provision of a ceremonial hall and technical assistance for the holding of the ceremonial
academy on the occasion of the 80th anniversary of NUBBiH on 31 October 2025. Editorial,
production, and presenting teams of the Sarajevo Canton Television (TVSA) provided free live
broadcasting of the events on 25 August 2025 (33rd anniversary of the burning of the NUBBiH
headquarters in Vijecnica) and on 31 October 2025 (80th anniversary of NUBBiH).

Television stations BHRT, NTV Hayat, NI TV, and Television of the Una-Sana Canton
(TVUSK) agreed to broadcast short video messages “80 years of NUBBiH — a library for all”
free of charge, several times daily over a period of several weeks, within their regular
programming schedules.

Technical support - in the form of donations of books, equipment, and furniture - was provided
by Intesa Sanpaolo Bank and the IT company Klika d.o.o. Sarajevo/Banja Luka.

These project funds and technical assistance enabled the implementation of key activities in
the areas of collection preservation and international library cooperation. With sincere gratitude
to sponsors, donors, and co-financiers for their valuable support, NUBBiH emphasizes that
these funds do not represent a permanent or stable solution for financing its core statutory
obligations.

PROMOTIONAL EVENTS

The National and University Library of Bosnia and Herzegovina presented issue no. 30 of the
journal Bosniaca to the public. The journal was presented by Prof. Dr. Senada Dizdar (Faculty
of Philosophy, University of Sarajevo), Dr. Aleksandra Trtovac from the Republic of Serbia,
and Adisa Zero, MLIS (Editor-in-Chief, NUBBiH).

A workshop titled “Citizen Science and Digital Humanities in Academic Libraries” was held,
led by Dr. Aleksandra Trtovac from the University Library “Svetozar Markovi¢” in Belgrade,
an expert in digital libraries and humanities.

At Skenderija in Sarajevo, the 36th International Sarajevo Book Fair (9—14 April) was held,
where NUBBiH traditionally participated. The Library received the following four awards:
e Award for the best librarian for the preparation of the work Bosnian and Herzegovinian
Bibliography of Monographic Publications for the Year 2018 (editor: Dzenana Tuzlak,
MA, employee of NUBBiH);



Special Jury Award (together with the Art Gallery of Bosnia and Herzegovina and
Mediacentar Sarajevo) for the work Glossary of the Sarajevo Assassination (author:
Valerijan Zujo, editor: Adisa Zero, MLIS);

Recognition in the category of Best Library (NUBBiH and Gazi Husrev-bey Library);
Program Council Award for the exhibitions “Polish Literature” and “Digital
Collection of NUBBiH” (Alem AkSamija, employee of NUBBiH).

At the International Book Fair in Sarajevo, the following publications were promoted: Glossary
of the Sarajevo Assassination, Bosnian and Herzegovinian Bibliography of Monographic
Publications (2018), Bosnian and Herzegovinian Bibliography of Serial Publications (2008),
and the Digital Collections of NUBBiH (kolekcije.nub.ba). In the Bosnian House, candidates
for the Astrid Lindgren Memorial Award (ALMA) 2026, administered for Bosnia and
Herzegovina by NUBBiH, were presented.

At the 8th “Books in Niches” Fair (KUN) at the Bosnian Cultural Centre of the Sarajevo
Canton, held in December 2025, we exhibited NUBBiH publications and editions, thereby
continuing to promote library and publishing activities.

AJ
CENTAR SKENDERIJA SAR

36
SARAJEVQ

EXHIBITIONS

On 25 August 2025, NUBBiH marked the 33rd anniversary of the burning of its
permanent headquarters (1949—1992) and the loss of most of its collection at the City
Hall (Vije¢nica), with the exhibition “The Flame of Remembrance” (in cooperation
with the Mediacentar Sarajevo Digital Archive).

The exhibition “The Flame of Remembrance: From Newspaper Articles” was also
presented to the public at the Fourth Gymnasium Secondary School in Ilidza.

On the occasion of the 80th anniversary of the Library, a ceremonial academy was held
at the Bosniak Institute — Adil Bey Zulfikarpasi¢ Foundation, accompanied by a

10



documentary video material on the 80-year history of NUBBiH and the exhibition
“Sarajevo on Postcards — Then and Now”.

e As part of the “Sarajevo Winter” festival, the exhibition “Polish Literature” (classical
and contemporary authors) was organized.

e Digitization projects and COBISS infrastructure were presented (supported by the
Ministry of Education and Science of the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina and
the Ministry for Science, Higher Education and Youth of the Sarajevo Canton).

e Projects on the preservation of manuscripts and cartographic collections were promoted
(supported by the Federal Ministry of Education and Science).

e A promotion was held at the Austrian Library of NULBiH.

The exhibitions and promotional activities confirmed the role of NULBiH as a centre for the
preservation of cultural and scientific heritage and a key platform for both international and
domestic cooperation.

i UPLAMENL SJECANJA
'HE FLAME OF
IEMBRANCE

. ul1:00h

INTERNATIONAL VISIBILITY

The international visibility of the National and University Library of Bosnia and Herzegovina
has been achieved through active participation in professional organizations and continuous
international cooperation. The Library nominated candidates for the Astrid Lindgren Memorial
Award (ALMA) 2026 (Muhidin Sari¢, Sanja Seferovi¢ Drnoviek, Enesa Ustamuji¢ Sejdi¢, and
the association “Mali princ”), thereby promoting Bosnian and Herzegovinian children’s
literature and illustration. Since 2007, the National and University Library of Bosnia and
Herzegovina has served as the national nominating body for candidates from Bosnia and
Herzegovina for this award (www.alma.se), whose prize fund amounts to €530,000. It is the
largest prize fund in the world for children’s and young adult literature, and the second most
valuable literary award globally.

A valuable item from the NUBBiH collection - the book DAS GROSSE BRUEGEL — WERK
(1955) - was loaned and is on display until November 2026 at the House of European History
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in Brussels, contributing to the international presentation of Bosnia and Herzegovina’s cultural
heritage.

The Conference of European National Librarians (CENL) published news about the NUBBiH
anniversary, the restoration of old manuscripts, and the Memorandum of Cooperation with the
National and University Library in Zagreb, confirming professional cooperation between
NUBBIiH and this organization, which brings together national libraries across Europe. The
Chair of CENL and Director of the German National Library sent a letter to the state founding
and governing institutions of NUBBiH, namely the Council of Ministers and the Parliamentary
Assembly of Bosnia and Herzegovina, calling for an urgent resolution of the Library’s funding
issue, emphasizing its national and global importance (Annex 2).

A signed Memorandum of Cooperation with the National and University Library in Zagreb
(NSK) was published, and the Director of NSK sent a letter of support to NUBBiH, confirming
excellent regional cooperation as well as the national and global significance of NUBBiH.

In international reports, including the report of the Office of the High Representative to the UN
Secretary-General and the UN Security Council, as well as the 2025 European Commission
Annual Progress Report for Bosnia and Herzegovina, the need for a permanent solution to the
funding and legal status of state cultural institutions in Bosnia and Herzegovina was
emphasized. In the 68th report to the UN Secretary-General, it was highlighted that the absence
of a systemic solution endangers the long-term stability of these institutions, with a
recommendation for the adoption of legislative measures at the state level.

The Library has maintained its membership and active participation in international
professional organizations, including the International Federation of Library Associations and
Institutions (IFLA), and updated the Bosnia and Herzegovina profile on the IFLA World
Library Map. A text about the exhibition “The Flame of Remembrance” was also published in
an international bibliographic almanac in Italy.

Strong international support and visibility confirm the role of NUBBIiH as a key institution for
the preservation and promotion of the cultural heritage of Bosnia and Herzegovina.

SEMINARS, CONFERENCES AND WORKING MEETINGS

Two representatives of the National and University Library of Bosnia and Herzegovina
participated in the 50th ISSN meeting of directors of national ISSN centres at the National
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Library of France, where issues related to standards and international cooperation within the
ISSN network were discussed.

The National and University Library in Zagreb and NUBBIiH signed a five-year cooperation
agreement, in accordance with the intergovernmental agreement between Bosnia and
Herzegovina and the Republic of Croatia on cultural and educational cooperation from 2002,
with the aim of strengthening existing and introducing new forms of cooperation in
librarianship.

At the Goethe Institute’s workshop “Library Strategies in the Fight Against Fake News”,
librarians from Sarajevo, Belgrade, and Zagreb exchanged experiences in combating fake
news.

NUBBIiH participated in the 20th Vienna Seminar for Librarians of Austrian Institutions
Abroad, as well as in COBISS events (COBISS Days 2025, COBISS.Net Council, and the 25th
International Conference).

At the annual General Assembly of the International Federation of Library Associations and
Institutions (IFLA), NUBBiH was unable to participate due to insufficient core funding, but
continued active cooperation within this global library network.

Representatives of NUBBiH visited public libraries in Travnik, Mostar, Tuzla, and Praca, and
participated in standardization activities at the Institute for Standardization of Bosnia and
Herzegovina.

During 2025, NUBBIiH hosted delegations from numerous embassies and international
organizations and continuously sought political and moral support for resolving its status and
funding from partners, including the Office of the High Representative and the European
Commission. Requests and appeals for letters of support were also sent to international partners
(UN, EU institutions in Brussels and Sarajevo, and member states of the Peace Implementation
Council) in order to strengthen the institutional framework and achieve a lasting solution to the
urgent issue of stable funding for NUBBiH.

Cooperation with universities in Rome and conservation experts continued, and a plan for
online lectures on the conservation of manuscript heritage was prepared.

The Library communicated with relevant domestic and international partners regarding the
development of a unified COBISS system and a unified library and information infrastructure
in Bosnia and Herzegovina, to the benefit of all public libraries in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

International activities confirmed the visibility of NUBBiH as a national cultural institution
and a centre of scientific cooperation, as well as the need for a systemic solution to its funding
and other missing provisions of the applicable state-level Law on Library Activities.

ONGOING COMMUNICATION WITH INSTITUTIONS
IN BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA

In 2025, NUBBIH participated in employment programmes of the Employment Institute of the
Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina and the Employment Service of the Sarajevo Canton
(“I am Looking for an Employer 2025”, “Opportunity for All”, and “Internship for
Graduates”). One application was approved; two were deemed eligible but were not
implemented during 2025 due to a lack of funds from the Sarajevo Canton.
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Following the recommendation of inspectors from the State Investigation and Protection
Agency (SIPA), NUBBiH requested an opinion from the Civil Service Agency of Bosnia and
Herzegovina regarding employment procedures; however, the Agency declared itself not
competent, as NUBBiH is currently not a budget user of the institutions of Bosnia and
Herzegovina. NUBBiH also responded to an official inquiry from SIPA inspectors, who
conducted two unannounced visits to the Library during 2025.

In the public debate on the Sarajevo Canton Budget for 2026, an amendment was proposed for
temporary financing of NUBBiH, which was partially adopted.

A new three-year grant proposal was also submitted to the Ministry of Civil Affairs of Bosnia
and Herzegovina, foreseeing 10 million BAM (equivalent to 5 million EUR) annually for seven
national cultural institutions of Bosnia and Herzegovina for the period 2026 - 2028. NUBBiH
prepared an official request for registration in the register of budget beneficiaries of Bosnia and
Herzegovina, maintained by the Ministry of Finance and Treasury of Bosnia and Herzegovina.

A draft Law on NUBBIiH and the Foundations of Library Activity in Bosnia and Herzegovina
was also prepared and submitted to parliamentary clubs in the Parliamentary Assembly of
Bosnia and Herzegovina; however, formal submission/adoption was postponed to the next
mandate due to an evident lack of political will, i.e., the absence of an entity majority for a
potential vote on the proposal.

NUBBIiH maintained communication with members of the Presidency of Bosnia and
Herzegovina and received general support for the implementation of the OHR Order of
November 2024!. Verbal support for NUBBiH was provided individually by state ministers of
foreign affairs, justice, defence, human rights, and civil affairs, while the ministers of finance
and foreign trade were not included in discussions due to their earlier public positions regarding
the status of state cultural institutions.

During the reporting period, NUBBiH addressed several official requests to the Government
of the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina entity, calling for an urgent and systematic
approach to the implementation of the Federation’s legal obligation regarding the Decision on
declaring the Special Collections of NUBBiH a National Monument of Bosnia and
Herzegovina, adopted by the Commission to Preserve National Monuments of Bosnia and
Herzegovina in July 2020 (“Official Gazette of Bosnia and Herzegovina” No. 52/20). NUBBiH
urged the Government of the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina to act in accordance with
the applicable Law on the Implementation of Decisions of the Commission to Preserve
National Monuments established under Annex 8 of the General Framework Agreement for
Peace in Bosnia and Herzegovina (“Official Gazette of the Federation of Bosnia and
Herzegovina” Nos. 2/02, 8/02,27/02, 6/04 and 51/07) and the provisions of the aforementioned
Decision on NUBBiH Special Collections. The FBiH Government responded by preparing a
decision to establish an appropriate inter-institutional working group.

! https://www.ohr.int/order-supporting-the-functioning-of-the-national-and-university-library-of-bosnia-and-
herzegovina-and-other-cultural-institutions-of-significance-for-bosnia-and-herzegovina/
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Media, Media Representation and NUBBiH Promotional Materials

The media presentation of NUBBiH in 2025, through exhibitions, promotional events,
professional conferences, and posts on the website and social media, attracted significant
attention from both domestic and international audiences. The media reported on the results of

the Library’s work, as well as on challenges related to its legal and financial status and its
permanent accommodation. The headlines of news items published during that period are
available on the NUBBiH website and profiles, as well as in print and electronic media. From
1 January 2025 to 31 December 2025 inclusive, the NUBBiH Facebook profile reached
551,000 users, with 32,476 visits and 20,800 recorded interactions, while the NUBBiH
Instagram profile recorded 55,900 views and 1,100 reactions.

The headlines of 89 news items published during the reporting period on the website, Facebook
profile, and Instagram account of NUBBiH, as well as in print and electronic media, are
available in Annex 1.

The NISNUB (Scientific Research Portal) system was analyzed and designed; the official
website of NUBBiH was redesigned and reorganized; the logo “80 years of NUBBiH — Library
for All” was created, as well as those for Bosniaca and the Virtual Library of Bosnia and
Herzegovina; and preparations were made for the printing and broadcasting of NUBBiH
exhibitions and promotional office materials. On the Facebook profile, Instagram account, and
official website of NUBBiH, news about the institution’s activities were regularly published,
along with specially created content in the fields of librarianship, culture, art, and history. Two
public video presentations about the work of NUBBiH were produced.

PUBLISHING ACTIVITIES OF NUBBiH

In the reporting period, NUBBiH published nine publications: six monographs and three serial
publications, confirming the role of this state cultural institution in documenting and promoting
the cultural and scientific heritage of Bosnia and Herzegovina.
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Monographic publications:

1.

Sarajevo on Postcards: Then and Now — a collection of postcards and texts (Almin
Zrno et al.).

National Bibliographic Control in Bosnia and Herzegovina - a bibliographic study
(Lejla Hajdarpasi¢, Senada Dizdar).

The Spring of Life - literary works by users of healthy ageing centres (editor: Selma
Bajraktarevic).

The Flame of Remembrance - a documentary account of the history of NUBBiH 33
years after its destruction (editor: Adisa Zero).

Between the Past and the Future: Preservation of Oriental Manuscripts - a study on
manuscript conservation (author: Nejra Ganovic).

The World on Paper: Restoration of the Atlas Theatrum Orbis Terrarum - conservation
of cartographic materials (author: Nejra Ganovic).

NACIONALNA

U PLAMENU SJECANJA

THE FLAME OF
REMEMBRANCE

Kotatog iotbe / Exnibition Cataiogue

IZMEDU PROSLOSTI | BUDUCNOSTI

Serial publications (3): Bosniaca — the journal of NUBBiH (print and electronic editions), as
well as two new annual volumes of the Bosnian and Herzegovinian national current
bibliography: Bosnian and Herzegovinian Bibliography of Monographic Publications 2019,
Vol. 23 (2025) (COBISS.BH-ID: 8713222), and Bosnian and Herzegovinian Bibliography of
Serial Publications 2009, Vol. 12 (2026) (COBISS.BH-ID: 12536326).

BOSANSKOHERCEGOVACKA

BIBLIOGRAFIJA MONOGRAFSKIH BOSANSKOHERCEGOVACKA

BIBLIOGRAFUA SERUSKIH

PUBLIKACIJA
2019. PUBLIKACUA
>

2009,
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IT INFRASTRUCTURE:
MODERNIZATION AND SECURITY IMPROVEMENTS

During 2025, the stability, functionality, and security of the information system were improved,
thereby enhancing NUBBiH’s work processes through equipment procurement, infrastructure
modernization, and support for digitization.

Equipment was procured and implemented: 25 desktop computers, 3 laptops, network devices,
a NAS system, printers, and a new laptop for digitization. The OMEKA system was
established, as well as the repository collection.nub.ba for digital collections.

The NUBBIiH website nub.ba was migrated to WordPress and a custom CMS, which increased
security and performance.

Server and network infrastructure were upgraded with a Google Workspace environment (100
TB) and a local NAS system. The COBISS IO system was implemented in numerous libraries
and institutions, contributing to the strengthening of the library network in Bosnia and
Herzegovina.

A backup system was established in accordance with ISO/IEC 27001:2022. Continuous
technical support was provided to employees across all organizational units.

KUPOVINGM NASIH ZOAMIA | KANCELARLISKOG MATERUIALA, DRECTHO POSRZAVATE RAD NACIONALNE |
'UNVERZITETEXE BLIOTERE SOSE | RERCEGOVINE

NATIONAL BIBLIOGRAPHY OF BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA

The production and editing of national bibliographies (monographic and serial publications)
were carried out, and thousands of bibliographic records were created and edited in the
COBISS.BH system. Normative control was continuously performed, and subject headings
were created for bibliographic records. Continuous support was provided to libraries in shared
cataloguing and in resolving duplicates within the COBISS.BH system.

The project for the introduction of normative control of personal names in the COBISS system

was implemented, resulting in 7,037 records in CONOR.BH. Continuous training of
cataloguers and the development of the authority control system were carried out.
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SPECIAL COLLECTIONS OF NUBBiH - NATIONAL MONUMENT OF BOSNIA
AND HERZEGOVINA (MOVABLE HERITAGE)

A total of 830 items of materials (manuscripts, cartographic materials, and graphic collections)
were inventoried, and digitization and conservation of valuable old manuscripts and atlases
were carried out. The digitization of approximately 1,500 manuscripts was implemented in
cooperation with HMML, alongside the restoration of manuscripts and atlases through projects
supported by public funds, as well as the preparation of materials for exhibitions and cultural
heritage presentations organized by NUBBiH (e.g. The Flame of Remembrance). A total of 68
users were served, and several group and individual visits were organized.

Rad Specijalnih zbirki NUBBiH (2025)
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CENTRE FOR PERMANENT EDUCATION OF LIBRARIANS
AND VIRTUAL LIBRARY OF BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA

A Library and Information Literacy Course was organized for 18 participants from across
Bosnia and Herzegovina, followed by a professional examination, which was passed by all 18
candidates, who thereby obtained the professional title of librarian.
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Within the framework of the Virtual Library of Bosnia and Herzegovina, COBISS courses were
organized, through which librarians from across Bosnia and Herzegovina were trained and
licensed to work in the library and information system COBISS.BH.

CENTRAL LIBRARY SERVICE AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE LIBRARY
SYSTEM OF BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA

The core tasks of the Central Library Service for the development of the library system of
Bosnia and Herzegovina were continuously carried out: coordination of libraries, monitoring
of the application of standards, and advisory support; visits to libraries in Travnik, Mostar,
Tuzla, and Praca; strengthening of the library and information system; education of librarians;
analysis of the situation; and preparation of recommendations for the improvement of library
activities throughout Bosnia and Herzegovina.

The Virtual Library of Bosnia and Herzegovina (VIBBiH) system was expanded with two new
members (the Municipal Library Olovo and the Museum of Modern Art Mostar). NUBBiH
now brings together a total of 80 libraries from across Bosnia and Herzegovina within the
COBISS.BH network.

Continuous user support for the COBISS system was provided — a total of 2,995 requests for
technical and professional assistance were received and resolved; licenses, privileges, and user
accounts were assigned; and training and technical support for working in the COBISS system
were provided to users.

Three cataloguing and collections courses for librarians were organized, as well as
examinations for the mutual cataloguing license (DUKA).

The COBISSCat and COBISSLib applications were implemented, and authority control
systems were introduced. Work on the modernization of cataloguing was carried out
continuously.

ACQUISITION AND PROCESSING OF LIBRARY MATERIALS

In 2025, NUBBIiH continued the collection of legal deposit copies, exchange with other
libraries, and acceptance of donations. Processing of the collection was carried out through the
COBISS/3 system, including inventorying and retrospective input of older materials.
Digitization and interlibrary exchange were expanded, thereby increasing the visibility of the
Library and enabling better access for users from Bosnia and Herzegovina and abroad.

NUBBIH received 1,719 titles / 4,536 copies (legal deposit) of monographic publications; 523
titles / 7,281 copies of serial publications; and 745 titles of doctoral and master’s theses.
Through donations, the Library received 3,561 titles / 3,718 copies of monographic
publications.

As a gift to public and school libraries in Bosnia and Herzegovina, NUBBiH distributed 7,331
titles. A further 1,190 monographic and 98 serial publications were distributed to other
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libraries, thereby supporting the further development of the library network in Bosnia and
Herzegovina.

Prikupljanje i obrada bibliotecke grade u NUBBiH (2025)

8000 A
7.331
7000 A
6000 A
€ 5000 A
O
v
8 4000 -
=
@ 3000 -
2000 A
1000 A 745
0 .
\Y N N
" OQ \0\\\ ) ‘360\‘ 3 ‘)\0\1\
S@QD W o€
’6<'\\ -\5\,'5 2@
oo™ s o
LY
“ﬂs )
o° ng“

Cataloguing, CIP and Publication Identifiers

NUBBIH created a total of 2,029 CIP records, assigned 2,109 ISBN numbers, 5 DOI prefixes
(with a total of 56 members in the Crossref system), and 115 new ISSN numbers to Bosnian
and Herzegovinian publishers during the reporting period. The ISSN Agency of Bosnia and
Herzegovina, operating within NUBBiH, has assigned a total of 4,310 ISSN numbers since its
establishment. A total of 33 Bosnian and Herzegovinian sheet music publishers have been
registered with the ISMN Agency of Bosnia and Herzegovina within NUBBiH.

NUBBIH continuously provides advisory services to Bosnian and Herzegovinian publishers,
thereby ensuring the compliance of publications with international standards.

Katalogizacija, CIP i identifikatori publikacija (2025)
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Digitization and Technical Processing

Digital content was created in the dCOBISS application for 2,611 library items. A total of
12,154 books were classified and inventoried. Additionally, 317 CD/DVD/USB units were
created.

Digitization and retrospective processing contribute to the long-term preservation of cultural
heritage.

Limited human and financial resources continue to present a challenge. Further development
requires strengthening professional staff and technological infrastructure, as well as more
intensive cooperation with domestic and international partners.

Digitalizacija i tehnicka obrada (2025)
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PERIODICALS AND INTERNATIONAL STANDARD CODIFICATION OF
BOSNIAN AND HERZEGOVINIAN PUBLICATIONS

A comprehensive body of work was carried out in the processing, identification, and
management of serial publications, as well as in the field of international bibliographic
cooperation.

A total of 115 ISSN numbers were assigned, along with 96 new and 115 updated records in the
ISSN+ database. In COBISS, 21 new records were created and 65 records were updated. Four
ISSN numbers were cancelled. Two new ISMN numbers were assigned. Five DOI prefixes
were allocated, and DOI identifiers were created for articles and for the journal Bosniaca.

A total of 572 periodical titles (journals, newspapers, Slavic publications, and CDs) were
inventoried and classified. Additionally, 1,459 annual volumes were inventoried, with
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numerous changes and re-classification activities carried out within the COBISS system. Title
pages were scanned and multimedia content was added to digital records. Several hundred
processed titles and annual volumes, along with complete inventory documentation, were
transferred to the current periodicals’ storage facilities. Internal review and reclassification of
materials were continuously carried out to improve the organization of the collection.

Obrada, identifikacija i pohrana serijskih publikacija (2025)
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Napomena: Svi COBISS zapisi su azurirani.

Collection of Old Periodicals

Several dozen articles from old periodicals were prepared and digitized for users. Continuous
user services were provided, along with organized programmatic visits and educational
activities.

International and Professional Cooperation, Training and Support

Ongoing communication was maintained with publishers and international agencies (ISSN,
DOI, ISMN). A representative of NUBBiH participated in the ISSN Review Group and is a
member of the Governing Board of the ISSN Centre in Paris. Regular reports and projects were
prepared for international databases and networks. Good cooperation was maintained with
Bosnian and Herzegovinian libraries and publishers regarding the establishment and indexing
of journals. Trainees and volunteers were trained to work with periodicals and digital
collections. Advisory support was provided to publishers on publication standards, and texts
and guidelines were prepared for users and publishers.
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REFERENCE AND LIBRARY SERVICES,
READING ROOMS, AND LENDING

The Library currently holds approximately one and a half million library units. During 2025,
4,533 user requests for various NUBBiH services were received and processed. 241 users were
registered as members (including 96 students, 12 foreign nationals, 87 employed persons, 15
unemployed persons, 21 pensioners, 8 secondary school students, and 1 primary school pupil)
in the reporting period. A total of 80 users renewed their membership.

Struktura novo upisanih korisnika NUBBIH (2025)
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LENDING OF MATERIALS FROM THE NUBBiH COLLECTION

During 2025, a total of 1,236 monographic publications were loaned from NUBBiH. In
addition, 270 requests for the loan of serial publications were processed, including 114 journal
titles and 228 annual volumes, while for newspapers there were 26 titles and 95 annual volumes
from the NUBBiH collection. All requests were successfully fulfilled.

For user needs, thematic searches were also conducted: 1,788 thematic queries were processed
and answered in total. The most frequently requested literature from the NUBBiH collection
(out of the total number of requests) was in the field of literature (628 requests), social sciences
(270 requests), and natural sciences (250 requests). The total number of successfully processed
daily requests for assistance with searching the COBISS catalogue and similar services
exceeded 7,000. Pozajmica i korisni¢ki zahtjevi - NUBBIH (2025)
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Reading Rooms

A total of 786 user visits were recorded in the reading rooms, of which 598 were students.
According to the type of material used in the reading rooms, there were 493 users of
monographic publications from the NUBBIiH collection, 270 users of serial publications, and
23 users of reference literature.

Citaonice - Koridtenje grade i posjete
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Austrian Reading Room

On the initiative and with the support of the Austrian Cultural Institute, the Austrian Library?
was opened to the public within the premises of the National and University Library of Bosnia
and Herzegovina in Sarajevo on 18 February 1999. The collection was expanded by 55 new
titles during the reporting period. The reading room, which has 10 workstations, provides users
with access to all library materials. Items may also be borrowed for use outside the reading
room, except for encyclopaedias, dictionaries, and cassette materials.

In addition to serving regular users, the Austrian Library hosts literary evenings featuring
prominent Austrian writers, book launches, poetry evenings, and regular classes for German
studies students. In 2025, the Austrian Library at the National and University Library of Bosnia
and Herzegovina was used by 21 users, and 54 library items were borrowed. In the COBISS.BH
system, monographic publications from the Austrian Library are identified with the signature
code “AUS”.

Austrijska €itaonica - statistika za 2025. godinu
52 55

2 Information on the network of Austrian libraries is available at: http://www.oesterreich-bibliotheken.at
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Interlibrary Loan

During 2025, the interlibrary loan service received over 450 requests, of which 392 were
successfully fulfilled. Each request was preceded by detailed searches in bibliographic and
cataloguing databases within the COBISS system, currently available platforms, all accessible
databases, the Subito document delivery platform (subito-doc.de), the Virtual Catalogue KVK,
the Bavarian Library Network (BVB), as well as other local databases of individual libraries.
Cooperation and interlibrary loan activities with libraries abroad and within the country were
carried out as follows: 68 fulfilled requests with foreign libraries (41 requests sent from
NUBBIH and 27 requests received by NUBBiH), and 324 fulfilled requests with domestic
libraries (109 requests sent from NUBBIiH and 215 requests received by NUBBiH).

Medubibliotecka pozajmica - statistika za 2025. godinu
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Reference Centre

Upon users’ requests, submitted in person or via email, the Reference Centre for Scientific
Information within the information service conducts thematic searches of available databases
and retrieves information relevant to the user’s field of research.

During 2025, the Reference Centre received and processed 36 requests through assisted
searching and targeted searches across currently available platforms, Web of Science (all
available databases), EBSCOhost (all available databases), and the Scopus citation database.
The Centre also responded to over 60 additional requests related to citation analysis, indexing,
and the use of databases.

Referalni centar - statistika za 2025. godinu
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E-CRIS.BH

ECRIS.BH (Electronic Current Research Information System of Bosnia and Herzegovina) is
the central electronic database of researchers, research organizations, and scientific research
output in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

The total number of records distributed by scientific fields shows the broad interdisciplinary
representation of the research community in Bosnia and Herzegovina: Natural sciences: 364;
Technical sciences: 491; Biomedical sciences and health: 516; Biotechnical sciences: 163;
Social sciences: 575; Humanities: 398; and Other: 369. The recorded status of entries is as
follows: Researcher: 2,870; Young researcher: 1; Researcher/expert: 1; Independent
researcher: 4. Structure of researchers by qualification: Doctorate: 1,622; Master’s degree (pre-
Bologna system): 611; Other levels of education: 643.

The gender structure of records in the ECRIS.BH system includes 1,331 women, 1,499 men,
and 46 other gender identities. There are 2,817 active researchers, 1 inactive researcher, 36
retired researchers, and 22 deceased researchers. Number of publications per researcher: 1-9
publications: 1,298; 10-99 publications: 1,003; and 100-999 publications: 103. A total of 2,876
records were updated, while the remaining records are in the process of processing.

The annual overview of ECRIS.BH data confirms that the system represents a key
infrastructure for monitoring and analysing the scientific research potential of Bosnia and
Herzegovina. The large number of active researchers, significant representation of PhD
holders, and diversity of scientific fields indicate a solid foundation for further development of
science and international cooperation.

E-CRIS.BH - Statistika za 2025. godinu
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Storage of the Main and Archival Collections

During the reporting period, a total of 7,409 items were received from the Department for the
Processing of Monographic Publications, of which 4,799 items were allocated to the main
collection and 2,610 to the archival collection. From the Department for the Processing of
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Serial Publications, 6,435 copies of publications and 91 electronic editions (CDs, DVDs,
USBs) were received.

Regular activities included shelving returned materials, separating books for call number

corrections, identifying damaged books, and selecting and submitting journals for binding to
the Conservation and Restoration Centre of NUBBiH.

Smjestaj osnovnog i arhivskog fonda NUBBiH
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CONSERVATION AND RESTORATION OF MATERIALS

In the NUBBiH Conservation and Restoration Centre, a comprehensive programme for the
protection and renewal of library materials was implemented during 2025. The following
conservation and restoration works were completed: one manuscript (full restoration); A/-
Mushaf as-Serif - restoration of the book block and sewing (final phase of the binding); Album
Vidovdanski atentat (i.e. The Assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand) - full restoration;
Bosanska Vila (i.e. The Bosnian Fairy, 1887) - full restoration; Novi Behar (i.e. The New
Blossom, 1945) - restoration and rebinding; historical newspaper materials and three privately
owned books; old postcards from the Special Collections of NUBBiH (83 items) — restoration;
World map and graphic materials - restoration and protective packaging. In total, seven major
library units were fully restored, along with a significant number of graphic documents.

Restoration work is ongoing for the following materials: Sarajevski dnevnik (i.e. The Sarajevan
Journal, 1945-1946), Odjek (i.e. The Echo, 1961), and Oslobodenje (i.e. The Liberation, 1947)
- mechanical cleaning has been completed, while restoration and rebinding are in progress due
to the extent of damage and volume of the materials.

Three conservation and restoration assessments were carried out for manuscripts and books to
plan further interventions.

The Centre’s activities contributed to the preservation of written and graphic heritage and the
long-term protection of the NUBBiH collection, enabling its continued use for research and the
promotion of the overall cultural and historical heritage of Bosnia and Herzegovina.
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Konzervacija i restauracija grade u NUBBiH (2025)
83

DIGITIZATION OF COLLECTIONS

Despite the lack of a professional library scanner, a continuous programme of digitization and
professional processing of library materials was implemented during 2025 with the aim of
increasing accessibility and preserving the NUBBiH collection.

Digitization and processing activities covered serial publications, scholarly works, and official
documents for research purposes; OCR processing and metadata enhancement to improve
searchability and the functionality of digital content; graphic processing and digitization of
covers of new editions for web presentation; and support for the preparation of scientific and
professional publications through access to digital sources.

The digital collections portal was continuously maintained. Historically valuable titles were
published, and the portal was consistently adapted to modern standards of digital libraries.

Digitization projects funded by the Federal Ministry of Education and Science were
successfully implemented, including Digitization of Cultural Heritage and Establishment of a
Digital Library of Written Heritage.

The manuscript collection was digitized in cooperation with the Hill Museum and Manuscript
Library® (more than 1,000 titles). A virtual exhibition titled “Path of Statehood” was prepared
and published on the occasion of Bosnia and Herzegovina Statehood Day (25 November).

3 The Hill Museum and Mnuscript Library (HMML), USA, 785 manuscripts from the National and University
Library of Bosnia and Herzegovina, in Sarajevo, are now available in Reading Room, 17 July 2025,
https://hmml.org/collections/news/785-manuscripts-from-the-national-and-university-library-of-bosnia-and-
herzegovina-in-sarajevo-are-now-available-in-reading-room/
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The total volume of digitized material is approximately 1,400 units, covering a significant
portion of materials from the Special Collections of NUBBiH and historical periodicals.
Successful cooperation and exchange of historical editions were also carried out with
Mediacentar Sarajevo.

Digitalizacija grade u NUBBiH (2025)
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Annex 1:
Headlines of news items published during the reporting period on the website, Facebook
profile and Instagram account of NUBBiH, as well as in print and electronic media in
Bosnia and Herzegovina

1. The staff of the National and University Library of Bosnia and Herzegovina are eagerly
awaiting a final solution to its legal and financial status;

2. Support from the Federal Ministry of Education and Science;

3. Durakovi¢ visited NUBBiH and expressed support for resolving the status of cultural
and scientific institutions;

4. Deadline for adopting a final solution on the status of NUBBiH approaches;

5. NUBBIiH presents the exhibition “Polish Literature” within the Sarajevo Winter
Festival,

6. NUBBIiH presents a project on the digital collection of cultural heritage;

7. Presentation of the research and educational capacities of the COBISS infrastructure at
NUBBIiH;

8. NUBBIH: Call to the members of the Presidency of Bosnia and Herzegovina to correct
what the Council of Ministers failed to do;
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10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

15.

16.

17.
18.
19.
20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.
27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

Closing of the 40th International Festival “Sarajevo Winter” at NUBBiH;
NUBBIH selects candidates for the prestigious ALMA 2026 award,

36th International Book Fair — Sarajevo;

Promotion of the book Glossary of the Sarajevo Assassination;
Presentation of candidates for the prestigious ALMA 2026 award;

NUBBiH at the 36th Book Fair: Professional recognition and eight decades of
institutional continuity;

Exhibition marking World Art Day at the National and University Library of Bosnia
and Herzegovina;

Preservation of Oriental manuscripts in Bosnia and Herzegovina — professional
approaches and conservation challenges;

Opening of the exhibition: “Book under Siege”;
Completion of the digitization of the Manuscript Collection at NUBBIiH;
Visit of students from the Faculty of Law, University of Sarajevo;

OHR: The Council of Ministers must implement OHR Order 02/2024 of 21 November
2024;

We thank Presidency members Becirovi¢ and KomsSic¢, and call for urgent action by the
Council of Ministers;

Promotion of the publication Poljicke Isprave and Documents from Surrounding Areas
111 — from the Collection of Aleksandar Poljani¢;

Invitation to the ceremonial promotion of the project “Preservation of 14th and 15th
Century Oriental Manuscripts and the Atlas Theatrum Orbis Terrarum — Theatre of the
World (1592)”;

Promotion of the book by Prof. Dr. Clemens Ruthner at the Austrian Library Sarajevo;

Promotion of the project on the preservation of 14th and 15th century Oriental
manuscripts and the atlas Theatrum Orbis Terrarum;

Course held: “Cataloguing in the COBISS system”;

Zofia Klemen-Krek and Alma Mrgan Slipcevi¢ on a working visit to the National and
University Library of Bosnia and Herzegovina;

Promotion of the book Poljicke Isprave and Documents from Surrounding Areas III in
Split;

Municipal Library Olovo and the Library of the Museum of Modern Art, University of
Mostar, become new members of the COBISS.BH system,;

NUBBiH at the 11th regional meeting of national ISBN centres at the National and
University Library in Zagreb;

Intesa Sanpaolo Bank donates books to the National and University Library of Bosnia
and Herzegovina;
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32.
33.

34.
35.
36.
37.

38.

39.
40.

41.

42.

43.

44,
45.
46.

47.
48.

49.
50.
51.
52.
53.
54.

55.
56.

Visit of representatives of British publishing houses and agencies;

Whose is she, where does she come from, and where is the National and University
Library of Bosnia and Herzegovina going, say thee?

Visit to the Interreligious Council of Bosnia and Herzegovina;
Visit of the Vice President of the Republika Srpska entity, Camil Durakovi¢;
Commemoration of the 30th anniversary of the genocide in Srebrenica;

Chair of CENL writes to the Council of Ministers of Bosnia and Herzegovina regarding
the National Library;

Access to the IFLA Journal via the National and University Library of Bosnia and
Herzegovina;

Adopted budget amendments: NUBBiH thanks Komsi¢ and Becirovi¢;

Marking the 33rd anniversary of the burning of the National and University Library of
Bosnia and Herzegovina;

33rd anniversary of the burning of the National and University Library of Bosnia and
Herzegovina;

High Representative H.E. Christian Schmidt visits the exhibition “The Flame of
Remembrance” at NUBBIiH;

Appeal to the House of Representatives of the Parliamentary Assembly of Bosnia and
Herzegovina;

Promotion of BOSNIACA journal issue No. 29;
Visit of the Director of the “Cardinal Carlo Maria Martini” Library from Milan;

Visit of the Director of the Austrian Cultural Forum Sarajevo to the Austrian Library at
NUBBIiH;

Citizen science and digital humanities in academic libraries;

Anniversary of the death of Miss Irby: NUBBiH, Prosvjeta and the British Embassy
pay tribute to the benefactor of education in Sarajevo;

Visit of pupils from “Isak Samokovlija” Primary School to NUBBiH;
Promotion of the 29th issue of the journal Bosniaca,

Visit of the advisor from the Federal Ministry of Education and Science;
First part of the workshop “Old postcards of Sarajevo — then and now” held,
20th Vienna Seminar for Librarians of Austrian Libraries Abroad;

Free access to the EBSCO database: NUBBiH and FMON provide students and
researchers in the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina with global scientific
resources;

NUBBiH staff visit Mostar and the Herzegovina Museum;

NUBBiH donates books to the library of “Prac¢a” Primary School;
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57.
58.
59.

60.

61.
62.

63.
64.

65.
66.
67.

68.
69.

70.
71.

72.

73.
74.

75.

76.

77.

78.
79.

Support for the National Museum of Bosnia and Herzegovina;
NUBBIiH hosts the international programme Youth Bridges Europe;

50th ISSN meeting of directors of national ISSN centres at the National Library of
France;

NUBBIiH and the National and University Library in Zagreb sign a cooperation
agreement;

Candidates for the Astrid Lindgren Memorial Award 2026 presented;

Zagreb: Exhibition on the Sarajevo Assassination and promotion of Glossary of the
Sarajevo Assassination by Valerijan Zuja at the BiH Embassy Cultural Centre;

Workshop held: Library strategies in the fight against fake news;

Visit of the Embassy of Japan to the National and University Library of Bosnia and
Herzegovina;

Promotion of the project “Sarajevo on Postcards — Then and Now” at NUBBIiH;
Visit of the Embassy of Spain to Bosnia and Herzegovina to NUBBiH;

Marking the 80th anniversary of the National and University Library of Bosnia and
Herzegovina;

Letter of support for the National and University Library of Bosnia and Herzegovina;

State cultural institutions of Bosnia and Herzegovina again in focus of the European
Commission in the 2025 report;

Visit of the Institute for Research “Ibn Sina” Sarajevo to NUBBiH;

Dr. Kurt W. Bassuener, co-founder of the Democratization Policy Council, visited
NUBBIH;

NUBBIiH representative at the Fifth Meeting of Conservators-Restorers of Archival
Materials, Book Materials and Works on Paper in Dubrovnik;

Visit of the Ambassador of Italy, H.E. Sarah Eti Castellani, to NUBBiH;

NUBBIH is shocked by the latest decisions of the Council of Ministers and the
Presidency of Bosnia and Herzegovina regarding the 2025 budget;

Letter from NUBBIiH to all members of the Parliamentary Assembly of Bosnia and
Herzegovina;

H.E. Krisztian P6sa, Ambassador of Hungary to Bosnia and Herzegovina, visited
NUBBiH;

Anniversary of the binding Order of the Office of the High Representative on the
functioning of NUBBiH and other state cultural institutions;

Support of NUBBIiH to the public broadcaster BHRT;
Mr. Francesco Maria Rizzo visited NUBBiH today;
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80.

81.

82.

&3.

&4.

85.

86.

87.

88.
&9.

Advanced course: “Cataloguing in the COBISS system” held at the National and
University Library of Bosnia and Herzegovina;

Promotion of the textbook Bosnian Language for Non-Native Speakers at NUBBiH: a
new step in learning the Bosnian language;

Participation of NUBBIiH in Science Day in the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina
and Archives Day and Archival Service in Bosnia and Herzegovina;

Visit of Dr. Birol Cetin, Education Advisor at the Embassy of the Republic of Tiirkiye
in Bosnia and Herzegovina;

Director of the Herzegovina Museum visited NUBBiH and presented a monograph
marking its 70th anniversary;

Ceremonial presentation of the collection The Spring of Life at NUBBiH — literary
creativity of the third age;

New publication by NUBBiH: National Bibliographic Control in Bosnia and
Herzegovina: From the Bosniaca Collection to the Bibliographic Database of Bosnian
and Herzegovinian Books, authors Prof. Dr. Lejla Hajdarpa$i¢ and Prof. Dr. Senada
Dizdar;

NUBBIH thanks Klika d.o.o. for its donation under its corporate social responsibility
programme;

Publication of the 30th issue of the journal Bosniaca;

Cooperation agreement with the Interreligious Council of Bosnia and Herzegovina.

Annex 2

Letter from the Chair of the Conference of European National Librarians (CENL) and
Director General of the German National Library to the Council of Ministers of Bosnia

and Herzegovina:

“Bosnia and Herzegovina

The Council of Ministers

Ms Borjana Kristo, Chairperson, and all Ministers

Frankfurt, 9 July 2025

Trg Bosne i Hercegovine no. 1 Sarajevo

Bosnia and Herzegovina

Dear Chairperson KriSto and Honourable Ministers,

On behalf of the Executive Committee of the Conference of European National Librarians
(CENL), I am writing to express our deep concern regarding the current situation of the
National and University Library of Bosnia and Herzegovina in Sarajevo, one of our valued
member institutions.

33



Over the past year, we have received troubling reports suggesting that the Library may be at
risk of closure due to a lack of funding. Media coverage—including from international
sources—has highlighted severe challenges such as unpaid staff salaries and the inability to
continue publishing. While we understand that the full details may be complex and not all
reports may be fully accurate, the overarching message is a cause for considerable concern.

We wish to take this opportunity to reaffirm the fundamental importance of national libraries
in safeguarding a country’s cultural and intellectual heritage. Institutions such as the National
and University Library of Bosnia and Herzegovina require a solid legal foundation, long-term
structural support, and reliable financial resources to fulfil their mandate effectively.

CENL fully supports your efforts to update and enhance the relevant state-level legislation to
ensure the appropriate selection of management structures and the stable funding of the
National and University Library of Bosnia and Herzegovina. We are confident that you share
our recognition of the Library as a cornerstone of Bosnia and Herzegovina’s cultural identity—
an institution that, for eighty years, has preserved and promoted the country’s rich heritage
with dignity and resilience.

We trust that you remain committed to protecting Bosnia and Herzegovina’s (written) cultural
heritage. We therefore respectfully urge you to ensure the establishment of a robust legal and
financial framework that will secure the future of the National and University Library in
Sarajevo.

With sincere regards, Frank Scholze
Director General of the German National Library and Chair of CENL

CENL Secretariat Deutsche Nationalbibliothek * Adickesallee 1 * 60322 Frankfurt am Main ¢
Germany Telephone +49 69 1525-1063 * E-mail cenl@dnb.de * www.cenl.org The CENL is
registered at the Chamber of Commerce Haaglanden, NL, #27177490"
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