
 
 
This is an invitation to add resources to the BANG! webpages:  

 
www.cenl.org/networkgroups/books-and-audiences-network-group  

Please tell us about the resources (e.g., publications, websites, images, films, audio) you have found 
helpful, inspiring, or useful in your work to engage audiences with books and books with audiences. 

 
1. Your name 

Peter Lester 

 

2. Your contact details 

 pablester@outlook.com 
 Connect with me @pablester   

 

3. Would you like to add a photo? 

 

 

4. What is your job title, the name of the organisation you work for, or to which you are affiliated? 
What is your role there?  

I am an independent researcher based in the UK. 

5. What is your interest in the subject of books and audiences? 

I am a researcher and archivist and have recently completed a PhD at the School of Museum Studies 
at the University of Leicester, examining the exhibition and display of books and archives.  My 



 
research interests have developed from over ten years of professional experience as an archivist 
working with a wide range of different users in accessing, researching and enjoying archives, 
including through exhibition and display. 

The research that has developed out of my PhD examines the phenomenon of exhibition-making 
within archives, investigating how physical exhibitions are conceived and made in archives and 
libraries and the role that they play in reimagining new ways for audiences to experience archival 
collections.  More broadly, the research considers the role of exhibition in wider restructurings of 
archival spaces and organisations, and their transformative potential in how people experience and 
engage with archives – and each other – within the physical space of the archive. 

My research draws across museum and archive scholarship and is located within a context of critical 
archive studies, that is, a perspective that considers the socio-political dynamics of the archive and 
its liberatory potential within society.  It likewise draws across such inter-related disciplines as 
anthropology, architecture, library studies and materiality.  The research is underpinned by a 
theoretical framework that draws on ideas of spatiality and phenomenology, utilising Henri 
Lefebvre’s theory of social space and Maurice Merleau-Ponty’s theory of embodiment and being-in-
the-world.  This framework is designed to analyse how exhibitions are designed to create 
experiences for visitors and their wider role in reshaping the space of the archive. 

The research harnesses a wide range of examples in Europe, North America and Australia, examining 
different themes and ideas around exhibition design.  I have also examined two key case studies: 
Archives+ in Manchester, UK; and the Royal Danish Library in Copenhagen.  My book, Exhibiting the 
Archive: Space, Encounter, Experience, which draws on and develops my PhD, is due to be published 
by Routledge in 2022.  More details about the book can be found online at: 
https://www.routledge.com/Exhibiting-the-Archive-Space-Encounter-and-
Experience/Lester/p/book/9780367746254. 
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7. How have these resources been used? 

These resources focus on exhibitions within the context of archives.  Exhibition is not a very 
prominent subject within archival studies and is usually considered within the wider context of 
outreach (see, for example, Hackman 2012 and Pederson 1993).  Earlier articles (not listed here) 
have generally been framed around questions that concern the suitability of archives in exhibiting 
their collections but, more recently, there has been a greater focus on practical questions around 
exhibition design and their value to archives and libraries.  These works often provide very useful 
information about best practice, including questions of conservation and security, as well as 
techniques to enhance exhibition design, particularly within the context of outreach programmes 
(see, for example, Lacher-Feldman 2013; Matassa 2014).  Evaluating archival exhibitions has also 
been an important focus (see Colborne 2010 and Howgill 2015).  There are fewer texts which discuss 
exhibitions from a more theoretical perspective: examples that consider exhibition within this wider 
context include Lester 2006; Berry and MacKeith 2007; Schwartz 2007; a historical overview of 
exhibition practice in the US, UK and Russia is provided by Gelfand 2013; in Australia by Condé 2007; 



 
and in Japan by Tetsuya 2014.  I hope my book (Lester 2022) will provide a new perspective on 
exhibition theory and practice within archives.  

 


