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Name of national library in full 

(in your own language and in 

anglicised form): 

Eesti Rahvusraamatukogu 

National Library of Estonia 

Name of Director General with 

official title: Janne Andresoo, Director General 

Main library address: 

Tõnismägi 2 

15189 Tallinn 

Estonia 

Current logo as a .jpg:  

 
Exterior - 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Library_of_Estonia 
 

 

 

Please provide brief details on the history of your library buildings. 

 

Year (first) library building  

opened 

The library’s first rooms were in the Toompea Castle which was built in1773. 

The castle was one part of the complex that has served as the the site of the 

Riigikogu (Parliament) during our first and second independence period. 

Architect of (first) library 

building Johann Schultz 

Year (current) library building  

opened 1993 

Architect of (current) library 

building Raine Karp 

Any additional information. Eg 

length of build/cost of The present building was constructed during 1985-1993 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Library_of_Estonia
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build/reason for build 

 

21 December 1918 – the Provisional Government of the Republic of Estonia passed the resolution to 
establish the State Library (presently the National Library of Estonia). 
 
1919 - the library began to receive a legal deposit copy of all printed matter published in Estonia. 
 
1935 – the library was assigned the task to acquire and preserve all Estonian publications. The 
Mandatory Deposit Collection was established. 
 
1938 – the Government of the Republic of Estonia passed the State Library Act 
 
1944 – According to the Resolution of the People’s Commissars Council of the Estonian Soviet Socialist 
Republic (ESSR), the library was renamed the Republican Library of the ESSR. According to the new 
Statutes of the library it was an open access central library and a research institution on librarianship 
and bibliography. 
 
1947 – the library started to move to its second location, the building of the former Knight’s Guild and 
several surrounding buildings, close to its previous site in the Toompea Castle.  
 
1985 – construction works of the new library building began at its present location Tõnismägi 2 
 
1988 – the library was named the National Library of Estonia 
 
1989 – the library re-acquired the status of a parliamentary library 
 
1991 – the library stopped providing services in its previous location and started to move the holdings to 
the new building 
 
1993 – the new building at Tõnismägi 2 opened for the public. The same year the library started 
generating and using electronic databases. 
 
1997 – the library opened its Public Internet Access Point, the first of its kind in Estonia. 
 
1997 – the Estonian Libraries Network Consortium and Innovative Interfaces, Inc. signed a contract to 
implement the INNOPAC integrated library system in Estonia. In 1999, gradual transfer to the electronic 
environment began. 
The national library was a founding member of the consortium which today uses the latest version of 
this system and manages the shared online catalogue of major research libraries and 2 largest public 
libraries of Estonia 
 
2012 – the air-conditioning and climate system in stackrooms and reading rooms was renovated, the 
696 windows and 45 exterior doors of the building were replaced. 
 
http://www.nlib.ee/en/history/ 
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Publications: 
 

National Library of Estonia 100 / koostaja Piret Lotman 

Tallinn : Eesti Rahvusraamatukogu, 2017 

lk. ; cm 

ISBN/ISSN:  9789949413584 

 

National Library of Estonia Act 

[Tallinn] : [Eesti Rahvusraamatukogu], 1998 ([Tallinn] : Riigi Teataja Kirjastuse trükikoda) 

8 lk. ; 22 cm 

 

National Library of Estonia = Eesti Rahvusraamatukogu / compiled by Triin Soone ; 

translated by Ursula Roosmaa ; photos by Teet Malsroos 

Tallinn, 1996 

[12] lk. : ill 

 

 
National Library of Estonia : [guide = Eesti Rahvusraamatukogu / compiled by Triin 

Soone ; translated by Ursula Roosmaa ; foreword: Ivi Eenmaa] 

[Tallinn] : National Library of Estonia, 1996 (Tallinn : Tallinna Raamatutrükikoda) 

[15] lk. koos kaanega : ill., portr. ; 30 cm. 

ISBN/ISSN:  9789949798636 (pdf) 

 

Arhiivkogu Rahvusraamatukogus : Eesti kultuuripärandi hoidja = Archival collection 

in the National Library of Estonia : cherishing Estonian cultural heritage / [koostanud 

Helle Remmelt, Kaire Lass ; toimetanud Anne Ainz ; keeleliselt toimetanud Inna 

Tallinn : Eesti Rahvusraamatukogu, 2013 ([Tallinn] : Pakett) 

128 lk. : ill., kaart., portr., noot. ; 22 cm 

ISBN/ISSN:  9789949413430 

 

Eesti Rahvusraamatukogu 80 : artiklite kogumik = National Library of Estonia 80 : 

collection of articles / koostanud Anu Nuut ; [toimetaja Aili Norberg ; resümeed 

tõlkinud Kirsti Ora ja Tiina Vilberg] 

Tallinn : Eesti Rahvusraamatukogu, 1998 ([Tallinn : Reva Print]) 

133 lk. : ill., portr. ; 23 cm 

ISBN/ISSN:  998592178X 9985600010 (vale) 

https://www.ester.ee/search~S1*est?/X(national+library+of+estonia)&searchscope=1&Da=1995&Db=2018&l=eng&m=a&SORT=D/X(national+library+of+estonia)&searchscope=1&Da=1995&Db=2018&l=eng&m=a&SORT=D&SUBKEY=(national+library+of+estonia)/1%2C49%2C49%2CB/frameset&FF=X(national+library+of+estonia)&searchscope=1&Da=1995&Db=2018&l=eng&m=a&SORT=D&1%2C1%2C
https://www.ester.ee/search~S1*est?/X(national+library+of+estonia)&searchscope=1&Da=1995&Db=2018&l=eng&m=a&SORT=D/X(national+library+of+estonia)&searchscope=1&Da=1995&Db=2018&l=eng&m=a&SORT=D&SUBKEY=(national+library+of+estonia)/1%2C49%2C49%2CB/frameset&FF=X(national+library+of+estonia)&searchscope=1&Da=1995&Db=2018&l=eng&m=a&SORT=D&2%2C2%2C
https://www.ester.ee/search~S1*est?/X(national+library+of+estonia)&searchscope=1&Da=1995&Db=2018&l=eng&m=a&SORT=D/X(national+library+of+estonia)&searchscope=1&Da=1995&Db=2018&l=eng&m=a&SORT=D&SUBKEY=(national+library+of+estonia)/1%2C49%2C49%2CB/frameset&FF=X(national+library+of+estonia)&searchscope=1&Da=1995&Db=2018&l=eng&m=a&SORT=D&5%2C5%2C
https://www.ester.ee/search~S1*est?/X(national+library+of+estonia)&searchscope=1&Da=1995&Db=2018&l=eng&m=a&SORT=D/X(national+library+of+estonia)&searchscope=1&Da=1995&Db=2018&l=eng&m=a&SORT=D&SUBKEY=(national+library+of+estonia)/1%2C49%2C49%2CB/frameset&FF=X(national+library+of+estonia)&searchscope=1&Da=1995&Db=2018&l=eng&m=a&SORT=D&5%2C5%2C
https://www.ester.ee/search~S1*est?/X(national+library+of+estonia)&searchscope=1&Da=1995&Db=2018&l=eng&m=a&SORT=D/X(national+library+of+estonia)&searchscope=1&Da=1995&Db=2018&l=eng&m=a&SORT=D&SUBKEY=(national+library+of+estonia)/1%2C49%2C49%2CB/frameset&FF=X(national+library+of+estonia)&searchscope=1&Da=1995&Db=2018&l=eng&m=a&SORT=D&6%2C6%2C
https://www.ester.ee/search~S1*est?/X(national+library+of+estonia)&searchscope=1&Da=1995&Db=2018&l=eng&m=a&SORT=D/X(national+library+of+estonia)&searchscope=1&Da=1995&Db=2018&l=eng&m=a&SORT=D&SUBKEY=(national+library+of+estonia)/1%2C49%2C49%2CB/frameset&FF=X(national+library+of+estonia)&searchscope=1&Da=1995&Db=2018&l=eng&m=a&SORT=D&6%2C6%2C
https://www.ester.ee/search~S1*est?/X(national+library+of+estonia)&searchscope=1&Da=1995&Db=2018&l=eng&m=a&SORT=D/X(national+library+of+estonia)&searchscope=1&Da=1995&Db=2018&l=eng&m=a&SORT=D&SUBKEY=(national+library+of+estonia)/1%2C49%2C49%2CB/frameset&FF=X(national+library+of+estonia)&searchscope=1&Da=1995&Db=2018&l=eng&m=a&SORT=D&10%2C10%2C
https://www.ester.ee/search~S1*est?/X(national+library+of+estonia)&searchscope=1&Da=1995&Db=2018&l=eng&m=a&SORT=D/X(national+library+of+estonia)&searchscope=1&Da=1995&Db=2018&l=eng&m=a&SORT=D&SUBKEY=(national+library+of+estonia)/1%2C49%2C49%2CB/frameset&FF=X(national+library+of+estonia)&searchscope=1&Da=1995&Db=2018&l=eng&m=a&SORT=D&10%2C10%2C
https://www.ester.ee/search~S1*est?/X(national+library+of+estonia)&searchscope=1&Da=1995&Db=2018&l=eng&m=a&SORT=D/X(national+library+of+estonia)&searchscope=1&Da=1995&Db=2018&l=eng&m=a&SORT=D&SUBKEY=(national+library+of+estonia)/1%2C49%2C49%2CB/frameset&FF=X(national+library+of+estonia)&searchscope=1&Da=1995&Db=2018&l=eng&m=a&SORT=D&10%2C10%2C
https://www.ester.ee/search~S1*est?/X(national+library+of+estonia)&searchscope=1&Da=1995&Db=2018&l=eng&m=a&SORT=D/X(national+library+of+estonia)&searchscope=1&Da=1995&Db=2018&l=eng&m=a&SORT=D&SUBKEY=(national+library+of+estonia)/13%2C49%2C49%2CB/frameset&FF=X(national+library+of+estonia)&searchscope=1&Da=1995&Db=2018&l=eng&m=a&SORT=D&18%2C18%2C
https://www.ester.ee/search~S1*est?/X(national+library+of+estonia)&searchscope=1&Da=1995&Db=2018&l=eng&m=a&SORT=D/X(national+library+of+estonia)&searchscope=1&Da=1995&Db=2018&l=eng&m=a&SORT=D&SUBKEY=(national+library+of+estonia)/13%2C49%2C49%2CB/frameset&FF=X(national+library+of+estonia)&searchscope=1&Da=1995&Db=2018&l=eng&m=a&SORT=D&18%2C18%2C
https://www.ester.ee/search~S1*est?/X(national+library+of+estonia)&searchscope=1&Da=1995&Db=2018&l=eng&m=a&SORT=D/X(national+library+of+estonia)&searchscope=1&Da=1995&Db=2018&l=eng&m=a&SORT=D&SUBKEY=(national+library+of+estonia)/13%2C49%2C49%2CB/frameset&FF=X(national+library+of+estonia)&searchscope=1&Da=1995&Db=2018&l=eng&m=a&SORT=D&18%2C18%2C
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Rahvus ja raamatukogu : Eesti Rahvusraamatukogu 80. aastapäeva 

teaduskonverents, 18. detsember 1998, [Tallinn] : ettekannete teesid = A nation and a 

national library : the scientific conference dedicated to the 80th anniversary of the 

National Libra 

Tallinn : Eesti Rahvusraamatukogu, 1998 ([Tallinn : Riigi Teataja Kirjastuse trükikoda]) 

72 lk. ; 30 cm 

ISBN/ISSN:  9985926501 9985600037 (vale) 

 

National Library, Tallinn, Estonia : rehabilitation of facades and roofs : final report, 

January 1995 / COWIconsult 

[Lyngby], 1995 

6 lk. 

Bibliothèque nationale d'Estonie 

Paris : Electre-Editions du Cercle de la Libraire, 1996 

399, 15 lk. : ill. ; 31 cm 

ISBN/ISSN:  2765406197 

Elu paralleelmaailmades : meenutusi Eesti Rahvusraamatukogu 

saamisloost 1982-1997 / Ivi Eenmaa ; [toimetanud Sirje Nilbe ; 

kujundanud ja fotod töödelnud Eve Pärnaste ; fotograafid Teet Malsroos, K. 

Liiv, Verner Puhm ... jt.] 

Tallinn : Eesti Rahvusraamatukogu, 2013 ([Viljandi] : Print Best) 

271 lk. : ill., portr. ; 25 cm 

ISBN/ISSN:  9789949413454 (köites) 

New building of the National Library of Estonia 

Graz : Akad. Druck u. Verl.-Anst., [1997] 

302 lk. : ill. ; 24 cm 

ISBN/ISSN:  3201016764 

1  
 

Parlamendiraamatukogust rahvusraamatukoguks. 1. osa, Eesti Vabariigi Riigiraamatukogu 

1918-1940 / Piret Lotman ; [eessõna: R. Ruutsoo] ; Eesti Rahvusraamatukogu : Lotman, 

Piret,   

1988  

1  

https://www.ester.ee/search~S1*est?/X(national+library+of+estonia)&searchscope=1&Da=1995&Db=2018&l=eng&m=a&SORT=D/X(national+library+of+estonia)&searchscope=1&Da=1995&Db=2018&l=eng&m=a&SORT=D&SUBKEY=(national+library+of+estonia)/13%2C49%2C49%2CB/frameset&FF=X(national+library+of+estonia)&searchscope=1&Da=1995&Db=2018&l=eng&m=a&SORT=D&19%2C19%2C
https://www.ester.ee/search~S1*est?/X(national+library+of+estonia)&searchscope=1&Da=1995&Db=2018&l=eng&m=a&SORT=D/X(national+library+of+estonia)&searchscope=1&Da=1995&Db=2018&l=eng&m=a&SORT=D&SUBKEY=(national+library+of+estonia)/13%2C49%2C49%2CB/frameset&FF=X(national+library+of+estonia)&searchscope=1&Da=1995&Db=2018&l=eng&m=a&SORT=D&19%2C19%2C
https://www.ester.ee/search~S1*est?/X(national+library+of+estonia)&searchscope=1&Da=1995&Db=2018&l=eng&m=a&SORT=D/X(national+library+of+estonia)&searchscope=1&Da=1995&Db=2018&l=eng&m=a&SORT=D&SUBKEY=(national+library+of+estonia)/13%2C49%2C49%2CB/frameset&FF=X(national+library+of+estonia)&searchscope=1&Da=1995&Db=2018&l=eng&m=a&SORT=D&19%2C19%2C
https://www.ester.ee/search~S1*est?/X(national+library+of+estonia)&searchscope=1&Da=1995&Db=2018&l=eng&m=a&SORT=D/X(national+library+of+estonia)&searchscope=1&Da=1995&Db=2018&l=eng&m=a&SORT=D&SUBKEY=(national+library+of+estonia)/13%2C49%2C49%2CB/frameset&FF=X(national+library+of+estonia)&searchscope=1&Da=1995&Db=2018&l=eng&m=a&SORT=D&19%2C19%2C
https://www.ester.ee/search~S1*est?/X(national+library+of+estonia)&searchscope=1&Da=1995&Db=2018&l=eng&m=a&SORT=D/X(national+library+of+estonia)&searchscope=1&Da=1995&Db=2018&l=eng&m=a&SORT=D&SUBKEY=(national+library+of+estonia)/37%2C49%2C49%2CB/frameset&FF=X(national+library+of+estonia)&searchscope=1&Da=1995&Db=2018&l=eng&m=a&SORT=D&47%2C47%2C
https://www.ester.ee/search~S1*est?/X(national+library+of+estonia)&searchscope=1&Da=1995&Db=2018&l=eng&m=a&SORT=D/X(national+library+of+estonia)&searchscope=1&Da=1995&Db=2018&l=eng&m=a&SORT=D&SUBKEY=(national+library+of+estonia)/37%2C49%2C49%2CB/frameset&FF=X(national+library+of+estonia)&searchscope=1&Da=1995&Db=2018&l=eng&m=a&SORT=D&47%2C47%2C
https://www.ester.ee/search~S1*est?/aeenmaa%2C+ivi/aeenmaa+ivi/1%2C6%2C29%2CB/frameset&FF=aeenmaa+ivi+++++1943&1%2C%2C7
https://www.ester.ee/search~S1*est?/aeenmaa%2C+ivi/aeenmaa+ivi/1%2C6%2C29%2CB/frameset&FF=aeenmaa+ivi+++++1943&2%2C%2C7
https://www.ester.ee/search~S1*est?/aeenmaa%2C+ivi/aeenmaa+ivi/1%2C6%2C29%2CB/frameset&FF=aeenmaa+ivi+++++1943&2%2C%2C7
https://www.ester.ee/search~S1*est?/aeenmaa%2C+ivi/aeenmaa+ivi/1%2C6%2C29%2CB/frameset&FF=aeenmaa+ivi+++++1943&2%2C%2C7
https://www.ester.ee/search~S1*est?/aeenmaa%2C+ivi/aeenmaa+ivi/1%2C6%2C29%2CB/frameset&FF=aeenmaa+ivi+++++1943&2%2C%2C7
https://www.ester.ee/search~S1*est?/aeenmaa%2C+ivi/aeenmaa+ivi/1%2C6%2C29%2CB/frameset&FF=aeenmaa+ivi+++++1943&4%2C%2C7
https://www.ester.ee/search~S1*est?/tparlamendiraamatukogust/tparlamendiraamatukogust/1%2C4%2C4%2CB/frameset&FF=tparlamendiraamatukogust+rahvusraamatukoguks++++++++1+osa+eesti+vabariigi+riigiraamatukogu+++++1918+++++1940&1%2C1%2C
https://www.ester.ee/search~S1*est?/tparlamendiraamatukogust/tparlamendiraamatukogust/1%2C4%2C4%2CB/frameset&FF=tparlamendiraamatukogust+rahvusraamatukoguks++++++++1+osa+eesti+vabariigi+riigiraamatukogu+++++1918+++++1940&1%2C1%2C
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Parlamendiraamatukogust Rahvusraamatukoguks : Eesti Vabariigi Riigiraamatukogu areng 

aastail 1918-1940 ja Eesti NSV Riikliku Raamatukogu stalinismi periood : magistritöö 

autoreferaat = From the State Library to the National Library : development of / Piret 

Lotman ; Tallinna Pedagoogikaülikool, infoteaduste osakond : Lotman, Piret,   

1997  

1  

3   

Parlamendiraamatukogust rahvusraamatukoguks. II, ENSV Riiklik Avalik Raamatukogu 1940-

1953 / Piret Lotman ; Eesti Rahvusraamatukogu : Lotman, Piret,   

1993  
1  

4   

Parlamendiraamatukogust rahvusraamatukoguks. III, F. R. Kreutzwaldi nimeline Eesti NSV 

Riiklik Raamatukogu 1954-1988 / Piret Lotman ; Eesti Rahvusraamatukogu : Lotman, Piret,   

2000  
1  

 

https://www.ester.ee/search~S1*est?/tparlamendiraamatukogust/tparlamendiraamatukogust/1%2C4%2C4%2CB/frameset&FF=tparlamendiraamatukogust+rahvusraamatukoguks+eesti+vabariigi+riigiraamatukogu+areng+aastail+++++1918+++++1940+ja+eesti+nsv+riikliku+raamatukogu+stalinismi+periood+magistritw~cw~c+autoreferaat+from+the+state+library+to+the+national+library+development&1%2C1%2C
https://www.ester.ee/search~S1*est?/tparlamendiraamatukogust/tparlamendiraamatukogust/1%2C4%2C4%2CB/frameset&FF=tparlamendiraamatukogust+rahvusraamatukoguks+eesti+vabariigi+riigiraamatukogu+areng+aastail+++++1918+++++1940+ja+eesti+nsv+riikliku+raamatukogu+stalinismi+periood+magistritw~cw~c+autoreferaat+from+the+state+library+to+the+national+library+development&1%2C1%2C
https://www.ester.ee/search~S1*est?/tparlamendiraamatukogust/tparlamendiraamatukogust/1%2C4%2C4%2CB/frameset&FF=tparlamendiraamatukogust+rahvusraamatukoguks+eesti+vabariigi+riigiraamatukogu+areng+aastail+++++1918+++++1940+ja+eesti+nsv+riikliku+raamatukogu+stalinismi+periood+magistritw~cw~c+autoreferaat+from+the+state+library+to+the+national+library+development&1%2C1%2C
https://www.ester.ee/search~S1*est?/tparlamendiraamatukogust/tparlamendiraamatukogust/1%2C4%2C4%2CB/frameset&FF=tparlamendiraamatukogust+rahvusraamatukoguks+ii+ensv+riiklik+avalik+raamatukogu+++++1940+++++1953&1%2C1%2C
https://www.ester.ee/search~S1*est?/tparlamendiraamatukogust/tparlamendiraamatukogust/1%2C4%2C4%2CB/frameset&FF=tparlamendiraamatukogust+rahvusraamatukoguks+ii+ensv+riiklik+avalik+raamatukogu+++++1940+++++1953&1%2C1%2C
https://www.ester.ee/search~S1*est?/tparlamendiraamatukogust/tparlamendiraamatukogust/1%2C4%2C4%2CB/frameset&FF=tparlamendiraamatukogust+rahvusraamatukoguks+iii+f+r+kreuts~bwaldi+nimeline+eesti+nsv+riiklik+raamatukogu+++++1954+++++1988&1%2C1%2C
https://www.ester.ee/search~S1*est?/tparlamendiraamatukogust/tparlamendiraamatukogust/1%2C4%2C4%2CB/frameset&FF=tparlamendiraamatukogust+rahvusraamatukoguks+iii+f+r+kreuts~bwaldi+nimeline+eesti+nsv+riiklik+raamatukogu+++++1954+++++1988&1%2C1%2C

